
The Ultimate Guide to 
Dental Implants



Introduction

When considering Implants, it’s normal to be apprehensive. There are a lot of tooth replacement options out 
there, and dental implants stand out because of the high cost of treatment. With their high price tag, dental 
implants also afford you some assurance. Your teeth will look, feel, and function the same way that your natural 
teeth always have. The surgical procedure for dental implants is easy to set up, and recovery times are minimal 
compared to most surgeries.

As you can probably guess, we are biased! But as dental professionals, we are bound to suggest the highest 
quality of care to repair and protect your mouth. If you doubt recommendations provided to you in this guide, 
schedule a consultation with a dentist of Boston Dental Group, and receive a recommendation for your most 
appropriate form of care.
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Factors to Consider

1. Function & Maintenance 

Teeth are taken for granted until we have lost one or more. Some options, such as dental bridges and implants, 
provide a minimal difference in comparison to your natural teeth. Dentures, for instance, require a specific care 
regimen. Because they are made from fragile materials, they require gentle care when removed from your 
mouth. Dentures may also limit the kinds of food you are able to eat.

2. Health 

One of the main issues with losing a tooth is the decay that it might cause in the jaw bone. Dentures (unless 
implanted) and bridges will not provide support within the jaw bone, and therefore may not protect you from jaw 
bone decay. This decay can cause your facial structure to change with time.
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Used to replace removed teeth.

DENTURES



Dentures

If you have had teeth removed due to decay or gum 
disease, your dentist may suggest temporary dentures. 
Temporary dentures can diffuse pressure to your teeth, 
and provide a quick solution. 

Conventional dentures are a removable device used to 
replace missing teeth. They may be either complete or 
partial:

● Complete Dentures are used to replace all teeth in 
the mouth. Complete dentures will restore a 
normal appearance and are the quickest solution 
to replace a full set of teeth. 

● Partial Dentures are used to when a group of 
teeth are missing. Partial Dentures will fill the gap, 
and prevent other teeth from moving around. 

Note - Fixed Dentures are a permanent solution in which a 
row of false teeth can be fixed in your mouth using four 
dental implants as anchors. 
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Dentures

Pros
● Fills the visual gap of a missing tooth
● Can provide an intermediary between the loss of 

a tooth and dental implants
● Dentures are less costly than implants or bridges
● Prevents bone loss from missing teeth

Cons
● Dentures may easily become loose
● Dentures must be removed and cleaned 

carefully to avoid damage
● Limits ability to eat foods of choice
● May have to be replaced at regular intervals

Comfort Cost Function & Maintenance
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Bridges

Traditional dental bridges allow the gap of a missing tooth 
to be replaced with a crown, which is then supported by 
one or more of the adjacent teeth. Because they rely on a 
secure bond to the nearby teeth, the adjacent teeth are 
ground down and capped with crowns. 

● Tooth-Supported Fixed Bridges are used as an 
alternative to implant options, and specifically 
when single teeth are missing. 

● Implant-Supported Fixed Bridges are used to 
replace a sequence of missing teeth. In a row of 
four missing teeth, 3 may use implants, and 
support a middle tooth without having to use a 
fourth implant.
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Bridges

Pros
● Bridges function similarly to normal teeth
● Bridges are quick and comparatively low-cost
● Bridges do not involve surgery
● Bridges can be replaced easily

Cons
● Tooth-supported fixed bridges may not prevent 

bone loss in the jaw due to a missing tooth.
● Teeth may be ground down in implementation, 

and therefore are more susceptible to decay and 
infection

Comfort Cost Function & Maintenance
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Implants

Dental implants are generally considered the best solution for 
replacing either a single tooth or all of your teeth. 

Dental implants consist of posts made of titanium and other 
materials that are compatible with and accepted by the human 
body. These posts are surgically placed in the jaw, and are capped 
with dental crowns that look identical to normal teeth.

● Single Dental Implants are used to replace a single tooth 
when one is lost to disease or decay. A single dental implant 
will fill the gap in your smile without damaging any of the 
nearby teeth.

● Full Mouth Dental Implants provide a more comfortable 
feeling and natural maintenance plan in comparison to 
complete dentures. Implants are placed where each of your 
original teeth were, and are custom-fit to the shape of your 
mouth.

Depending on the amount of teeth you need replaced, an 
implant-supported bridge may also be your ideal option.
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Implants

Pros
● Implants are durable and last a lifetime
● Implants’ function and maintenance needs are 

identical to your natural teeth
● Implants will likely have a positive effect on your 

bone growth once installed

Cons
● Implants require a surgical procedure
● Dental implants are the most expensive solution 

for tooth replacement 

Comfort Cost Function & Maintenance
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Every implant procedure begins with a consultation. During your consultation, a 

dentist will evaluate your need for tooth replacement, educate you on the possible 

risks of the procedure, and discuss your financing options for receiving the ideal care.

Request an Implants Consultation ›

Are you ready for implants?
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https://www.bostondentalgroup.com/dental-services/dental-implants/request-a-consultation/

